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King County children eligible for free dental care

King County children eligible for free dental care
03:57 PM PDT on Saturday, March 15, 2008

By JEAN ENERSEN / KING 5 News

Video: Free dental care for low income kids

£ Larger screen 0 E-mail this clip
SEATTLE - Half of the children in King County do not get the dental care they need.

Now a new program is helping to change that.

When her family lost dental coverage through her employer this year, Kathy Overhus was worried.

"We just paid cash for the dental appointments so we limited what we did," she said.

She was surprised to learn her family was eligible for a program that could provide the kids free dental care.
First they had to meet some guidelines.

Families must live in King County and have no dental coverage. It's for children younger than 20 whose families earn
between 250 and 300 percent of the federal poverty level. That's around $61,000 a year for a family of four,

It sounds high, but families with lower income may qualify for state aid.

"We don't make so little that we qualify for more help. But, the situation that we're in, we're not making enough and
getting the benefits that we need," Overhus said.

Dentist Dwight Cottrill says that often puts families he sees in a dilemma.

"They seem to bring their kids in fairly regularly I think," he said. "I think probably more than themselves. It's meably
kids first, mom and dad last."

Washington Dental Service, the biggest dental insurer in the state, is sponsoring the program with a $1 million grant,
Families can choose from more than 200 dentists.

http:/fwww kingS.com/health/children/stories//NW_031508HEB_dental care free KS.5a182481.html 7/10/2008

152 CHI Annual MSE Report | August 15, 2008



Appendix E
Program Visibility

Appendix E — KC Kids Flyer

EXH KING COUNTY KIDS
CHILDREN’S ORAL HEALTH PROGRAM

Dental Care for Kids in King County!

The KC KIDS program provides dental care coverage, at no cost, to children who
gualify. You are likely to be eligible if:

d You live in King County, Washington.

Q@ Your children are under the age of 20. Website: www.kckidsdental.org
Q Your income meets certain guidelines. Callus: (866)839-9466
Q Your children have no other dental coverage.

MON - FRI, 6 AM to 6 PM

Special Program for 2008! s &
P g R
Enroll Today! The KC KIDS program runs Family Size

from January 1 to December 31, 2008. 5 $2,852 - $3423

In January 2009, families will need to apply
for benefits through the state of Washington. 3 $3,577 - $4,293
. . . 4 $4,308 - $5,163
Helping Community Kids
) ) . 5 $5,027 - $6,033
KC KIDS is a King County children’s oral health
6 $5,752 - $6,903

pilot program, supported by a $1 Million gift

from Washington Dental Service. 7 $6,477 - $7,773
o 8 $7,202 - $8,643
i your inome & below these guidelines, contact Community | 9 $7,928 - $9,613
Health Access Program to learn about other programs. Call |
(206) 296-4841 or visit www.whf.org/programs/chap.aspx. | 10 $8,653 - $10,383
o]
January 2008
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Appendix E — Puget Sound Business Journal Article
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Appendix E — City of SeaTac and Seattle Housing Authority
Newsletters Article

Keep kids healthy through preventive care

‘Do you have children under the age of 19 and need free or low cost
health insurance or help finding a doctor or dentist? The Children’s
Health Initiative can help!

Call 206-296-3944 or visit www.metroke.gov/health/kchap/chi.htm

The Children’s Health Initiative helps families enroll their children in health
insurance, find doctors and dentists, and coordinate their care so that children
receive the preventive care they need in order to stay healthy.

As part of the Children’s Health Initiative, Washington Dental Service is
supporting a no-cost dental program for children in King County who lack private
dental insurance and do not qualify for public programs. To see if you qualify,
call 866-839-9466 or visit www.kckidsdental.org.

In January 2007, King County Executive Ron Sims and the King County Council
launched the exciting Children’s Health Initiative to improve the health of low-
income children. In 2007, the Children’s Health Initiative enrolled 1,420 kids in
health insurance and helped over 3,000 kids get to the doctor or dentist. The
initiative is a public-private partnership funded by King County and 17 private
funders.

Appeared in City of SeaTac Newsletter and in the The Voice, Newsletter of the
Seattle Housing Authority
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Appendix E — Email Announcement

Page 1 of 2

Johnson, Susan

From: Teresa Mosqueda [Teresa@childrensalliance.org]
Sent: Monday, June 02, 2008 9:57 AM

To: Teresa Mosqueda _

Subject: Health Coalition - Children's Health Announcements

Attachments: KCBA CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 2008.ppt

Hello Health Coalition for Children and Youth members,
This email contains two announcements related to children’s health:

First, HCCY member Susan Johnson, of Public Health Seattle & King County, was recently
interviewed by Gary Davis of KPLU on the progress of the King County Children's Health Initiative
in helping meet the Governor's goals and the markers as set forth in the Commonwealth Fund
report on children’s health. It's available in the news stories section of KPLU website. I pitched
linkage to usual source of care as key for improving access beyond eligibility. Listen Here!

Second, HCCY members are invited to attend the King County Bar Association Drug Policy
Project Children and Families Working Group hosted by Roger Goodman. Please see below for
more details on this luncheon meeting this Thursday, June 5% in Seattle, and a PPT with more
information is attached. It will be very helpful to have health policy folks interested and
participating in this discussion.

If you have an update that you would like to share with the HCCY members, please let me know.

Take care,

Teresa Mosqueda
Health Policy Coordinator, Children's Alliance
.2017 E. Spruce St., Seattle, WA 98122

teresa(@childrensalliance.org
phone: 206.324.0340 x21
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Appendix E — Community Approaches Presentation Info

15th Annual Joint Conference on Health LD.# g4
Presentation Information

Jitle: 3 Community Approaches to Covering All Kids and Linking Them to Health Care

Lategony:  PH - Other

Presenterisi. Eormat: Panel

Lisa Podell Public Health -Seaftle & King Gounty L

Wendy Car Whatcom Allisnce for Healfhcare Access Lime: 80m

Rhonda Hauff  Yakima Neighborhood Health Services Boom Sef-up: Clascroom style

Moderator Chosen: Yes
JCH Providing LCD Projector:[X_]  Presenter bringing own LcD:[_]  vcRmonitor: [ ] Flipchart: [
JCH Providing Laptop: E Presenter bringing own Laptop: D Overhead: D Laser Pointer: D
Slide Projector: D Other Equipment: I I

The King County Children's Health Initiative (CHI), Whatcom Alliance for Healthcare Access (WAHA) and YWakima County
Kids Connect offer innovative approaches to working with partners within their cormmunities to provide families with the
infermation and assistance they need to enroll their children in health insurance and connect them to "medical and dental
homes." Health education, enrollment assistance and linkage fo care is targeted fo populations disproportionately uninsured
andfor affected by disease, using culturally effective staff and messages. Strategies to be highlighted are WAHA's work with
schools, CHI's use of promotoras and a state data match that allows them to follow-up with children who are enrolled but
hawven't yet seen a doctor or dentist, and Yakima's web-based Case Management system fo coordinate referrals and track
families" health cowverage and connection to medical homes. In 2007, the three programs connected over 2,000 low-income
children. Dutcomes shared will demonstrate the effectiveness of these targeted approaches to enrollment and linkage in
reducing health disparities and improving health equity.

Objectives- MNo.1 Participants will know how to use state data to assure children are linked to medical and dental
homes.

Mo. 2 Participants will partner more effeciively with schools to enroll and link families fo care.

Mo. 3 Participants will understand options for coordinating referrals and tracking coverage fo care.

{148) This is extremely timely. The work that will be highlighted links local community efforis to the statewide focus priorty
of the Gowvernor and legislature.
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Appendix E — Community Partnerships Presentation Info

15th Annual Joint Conference on Health ID.# 70
Presentation Information

Title: Community Partnerships Improving Health Equity: The King County CHI

Category: Health Education/Promotion

Presenter(s); Eormat: Panel
Susan Johnson Public Health - Sealtle & King County Time: 90 ’
Karen Merrikin  Group Health Cooperative m
Laura Smith Washington Dental Service Foundation Room Set-up: Classroom style
TBD
Moderator Chosen: Yes

JCH Providing LCD Projector: Presenter bringing own LCD:|:| VCR/Monitor: D Flipchart: D
JCH Providing Laptop: Presenter bringing own Laptop: |:| Overhead: D Laser Pointer: I:l
Slide Projector: D

Other Equipment: |

The King County Children's Health Initiative, CHI, is designed to surmount the barriers children disproporticnately affected
by socioeconomic and racial forces face in receiving consistent access to health care services by: assertively locating and
enrolfing children in public health insurance programs; disseminating messages about the value of early prevention and
insurance in many languages utilizing community messengers; linking families and children to a regular source of medical
and dental care, and encouraging quality integrated service delivery within clinics by utilizing case managers. This
innovative program is supported by a combined $6m public/private matching funding by nearly 20 contributing entities. Pilot
programs in the areas of mental health, oral health and online enrollment are innovative in their linkage with the State's
intentions as expressed in the 2007 statute to cover all kids by 2010. Qutcomes shared, {eg # of children establishing
medical and dental homes, # of preventive services received, system costs avoided ) will demonstrate the effectiveness of
the program in its approach to reducing health disparities and improving health equily at a community level. In addition,
linkages between the King County Children's Health Initiative and the King County Equity and Social Justice Initiative will be
explored.

Objectives: No. 1 Leamer will give examples of improved health resulting from health care coverage and linkage to
medical and dental homes.

No. 2 Learner will demonstrate linkage of community pilot programs to achievement of policy objectives
al the stale level. :

No. 3 Learner will articulate the value of utilizing community leaders and messengers in achieving heaith
equity.

(130) Very specific to King County with little impact to outside communities. {158) Large community partnership, significant
issue (children's access to health care), and social justice fink.
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Appendix E — WithinReach Partnership Award News Release

Public Health
receives the
WithinReach
Partnership Award

Public Health - Seattle & King County is the
recipient of the WithinReach Partnership
Award. The award is given to an
organization for its continuous commitment
to WithinReach (formerly Healthy Mothers,
Healthy Babies) by strengthening
community partnerships, providing
generous support and enhancing
WithinReach's efforts to target diverse
populations.

For nearly twenty years, WithinReach and

(front I-r) Sandra Randels, Lauren Greenfield (back 1-r) Betsy
Hubbard, Susan Johnson, Kathy Carson, Lisa DiGiorgio. Not
pictured: Dr. Nancy Danoff

Public Health - Seattle & King County have worked together to protect and improve the health of
King County residents. Through programs like the Children’s Health Initiative, the Physician
Lactation Education Collaborative, and the Family Health Hotline, our collaborations have improved
the quality of life, closed persistent gaps in health status and created a healthier future for

thousands of families.
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Appendix E — CHI and KC Kids News Release

Children are winners with more
healthcare

More than 1,500 children in King County are getting health care they didn't have
access to otherwise, thanks to the County Executive's and County Council’s

- enhanced effort to link uninsured children to medical and dental coverage. Executive
Ron Sims, Council President Julia Patterson and former budget chair, Councilmember
Larry Gossett, were honored June 2, by a coalition of groups for the county's
leadership on children's health.

As a result of the King County Children's Health Initiative, over 2,500 children have
received coverage with the
state and over 70% of those
have been to see a doctor.

“King County now leads the
state in helping children not
only to get covered by
insurance but actually to get
through the doors to a medical
and a dental home and get the
services they need,” said Group
Health Cooperative Chief
Executive Officer Scott
Armstrong when presenting the
awards.Group Health's $1
million contribution helped jump
start the effort that collected $3
million from 19 additional
funders plus the Washington
Dental Service, hospitals and
United Way. The County Council matched the donations with a $3 million
commitment from 2007 through 2009.

Group Health CEO Scott Armstrong, Executive Ron Sims,
Council Chair Julia Patterson, Councilmember Larry
Gossett, and Sue Sharpe, Communities Connect.

In addition to outreach and linkage, pilot programs in the areas of behavioral health,
online enrollment and dental access are underway.

The CHI is being implemented through the Health Action Plan and in conjunction with
the Outreach and Access team within Public Health. For more information on the
Children’s Health Initiative and about free dental care through the KC Kids dental
program go to www.metrokc.qov/health/kchap/chi.htm or call Susan Johnson at
263-8684.
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Appendix E — American City & County Magazine Article

- Print Pages Page 1 of 7

AMERICAN CITY & COUNTY

26 July 2008 www.americancityandcounty.com

http://www.americancityandcounty-digital.com/americancityandcounty/200807/templates/... - 7/10/2008
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- Print Pages : Page 2 of 7
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http://www.americancityandcounty-digital.com/americancityandcounty/200807/templates/...  7/10/2008
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Page 3 of 7

AMERICAN CITY & COUNTY

flooding caused by melting snow runoff
from the mountains. Immedintely, Sims
had the local levy system tested and
realized it would not withstand the pro-
jected levels of rain and Aooding,

To prepare the aren for the future,
Sims proposed abelishing all current
flood districts and creating one King
County Flood District to rebuild all
levies “to a 2050 standard,” he says, The
combined district would be financed by
increased sales taxes, and when it came
ter a vore, the measure passed with flying
colors. *T was shocked,” Sims says of the
bill's passage.

But, for those who wark with Sims,
the ourcome is JUSE One estament 1o
his unique leadership stde. “So much
of leadership is creating » better furure,”
says Jim Lopes, Sims’ depury chief of
staff. “Rows leadership style rakes us
into the future, He takes us there,
makes us imagine whar it will be, and
then designs plans o get us there. Such
vision combined with action is o very
important combinagion.”

For his leadership in finding solurions
o environmental, health and transpor-
tation problems ro create a betrer home
for residents, King County Executive

" Ron Sims is American ity & County’s

2008 County Leader of the Year.

Building a greener future

In addition w0 reconstructing the
county’s levy system to adapt wa chang-
ing climate, Sims also works to lessen
potential environmental damage. With
represencatives of 12 other counties,
Sims helped launch the Cool Coun-

ties Climsate Stabilization Initiative last
year. The Program seeks o marshal the
resources of counties across the nation
to address the challenges dimate change
poses. Bach participating county pledges
to T@dLICC s CUI!tTLblI{i()I]S o Cli{l'li]f_c
change through internal operational
improvements, mgiomll
leadership to achieve climate stabiliza-
tion, help its conmunity become climate
resilient and wrue the federal govern-
ment fo support the group’s efforts.
Under Sims' leadership, King County
has committed to reduce its emissions
rate by 80 percent by 2050,

Based on the county’s experience in
developing and implementing its own
climate action plan, in 2007, Sine co-
authored a guidebook for local, regional
and stute governments on how toprepare
for climate change. The book, "Prepar-
ing for Climate Change: A Guidebook
for Local, Regional and Srate Govern-
ments,” is wvailable for free at the county
Web site (wwwkingeountypoviexee/
globalwarming) and now is being used
by hundreds of governments around the
workl, “People accept the fact that we

will have global warming, and for the

demonstrate

mast part, they are accepting our vision
of how to deal with it Sims says.

Improving community health
Closely relared 1o Sims' environ-
menral interests are his concerns abour
sesidents’ health, An estimated 16,000
children in King County have no health
insurance, acconding to a 2004 survey.
For Sims, thar ipure is unacceprable:
He wants all children in King County to

| use, reducing ref
water.

ave access to health and dental insur-
ance coverage and preventive services,

1n 2006, Simsconvened the Children’s
Health Access Task Force (CHATFE) of
experts to advise King County on cre-
aring a county-based children’s health
program. When the CHATF recom:
mended the creation of King Cownty’s
Children’s Health Initiative {CHD, a
tocal approsch to improving health for
fow-income children, Sims stavted find-
inig momey for the couse.

By mid-2007, Sims had led the com-
nwnity in raising $6 million in public/
private funding to provide health and
deneal insurance coverage for alt county
children. Under his leadership, Seartle-
hased Group Health Cooperative com-
mitted its largest community grant ever,
$1 million per year for three years, to
further the CHI goals. That spurred
Seattle-hased Washington Dental Ser-
vice to contribute another $1 million,
and then 18 more orpanizations con-
cributed @ total of 31 million, matching
a $3 million commicment from the King
County Coumeil. It wias afl becouse
Ron was our thee talking to people,
explaining the importance of this pro-
gram,” says Rachel Quinn, health policy
Ei:lisml ﬂ)f Killz_; CUU l\ly;

With $6 million in funding com-
mitments for three vears, the CHI has
begun driving Jdown the numbers of
uninsured children in King Couny,
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Program employees are locating and
enrolling  children in public health
insuranee programs, spreading messages
in wany languages vhout the value of
early prevention and insurance, linking
families und children to regular sources
of medical and denral care, and encour-
aging integrated services within cline
ics. Since eardy 2007, more than 2,500
children have received health coverage,
and more than 70 percent of those have
heen toa docror. In addivion, more than
6,300 low-income parents have learned
about insurance and preventive medical
and dental care. “Ir was all because of
Ron going out and ralking to leaders in
the community,” Quinn says, “He juse
made it happen, We strted doing oue-
reach in July 2007, anud since then, we've

the Puget Sound Regional
develop a uniform green fleet standard and promote best practices in fleet des

outpaced our projections of enralling
children and petting them seen by a
physician The CHI also has spurred
the state government to reach farther
politically than it has in the past, by so
ting policy goals for statewide coverage
of children hy 2010,

Inanother initiative, Sims created the
Puget Sound Health Alliance (PSHA),
A oorprofit organization  comprised
of health. professionals, businesses and
governments, 1o ensure that all resi-
dents are receiving the proper standard
of health care, The group spent three
¥ dying and defining treatment
and care standords for o number of
medical conditions, creating the first
regienal comparison report of its kind in
the United Stares. The group collecred
data from employers and health care
providers and used narionally approved
measures to determine whether medi-

e

cal procedures are treating diseases as
research says they should, "It ook three
vears to get the report done, and a ot of
peophe were getting antsy because they
just want thedr eosts to go down,” Quinn
says. “Bur Ron kept everyone on board,
focused on the goal”

Last year, PSHA pilored a communicy
wide reporting program that applied the
standdards o rank docrors across five
counties. The PSHA now reports in
detail on every practice with six or more
docrars, and the information is available
to employers, insurers and consumers, Tt
helps encourage providers to implement
their own improvements, and i helps
consumers 10 see who's really treating
a particular disease most successfully,”
Quinn says.

een Fleet Ini ments {o

and operation,

“The PSHA was created with the
iden that if [we] pur evervone in the
same room, we could come mogether on
. P e health Sims
strategics to improve healeh,” Sims adds,
“And now, It’s fundamentally changing
health care.”

Steering growth

King County's residents heavily tely
on automobiles, and increasing air pol-
lution from those vehicles can affec res-
idents’ health, enviromment and qualivy
of life, Sims says. In addicion, a growing
population and  aging  infrastructure
demand new idens, "Rather than build-
ing new freeways, Ron started looking
at new solutions,” says Carolyn Duncan,
Sims’ communications director. “That’s
his signarure.”

In early 2007, King County joined
the Washington State Department of
Transportation and the Puget Sound

Regional Council wo secure a 5127 mil-
lion Urban Partoership Grant from the
LS. Departmentof Transportarion. The
group’s winuing transportation seeategy
stion of variable

centers on Sims” sugg)
wlling, a marketdriven approach w
reducing congestion {rolls are higher
during peak travel howrs and lower
when fewer vehicles are on the moad).
With the funds from the tolls, the stare
will help pay to replace a vulnerable, 40-
vearold bridge across Lake Whshingron
thur connects Seattle and its growing
suburban communities. The plan also
specifies adding 45 buses o the subur-
ban cotridor, providing up to I million
new bus passenger trips each vear.

Early m 2007, Sims led the rollout of
King County’s Traonsic Now initiative
0 expand Metro Transit service, which
was approved by voters in the Novem-
ber 2006 general election. Funded by
u one-tenth cent sales tax, the mea
sure will help Metro expand service
by 15 to 20 percent over the next 10
}'Cur&.. Li!ngﬂr»ﬂi[ige im{:nl\’cmcnih “’i“
include creating bus rapid transit service
in five busy corridors, more bus service
on high-usage routes and in growing
residential areas, and improvements to
the transportation system’ Rideshare
and paratransit oprions. To support the
increased service, the counry is adding
new buses to its fleer and replacing aging
buses. Many of the new buses are hybrid
diesel-electric conches, which fir o
the Regional Green Fleer Initiative thar
Sims enganized with ather neighboring
governiments in 2007,

With his vansportation phins, Shng
“has integrated pollution control with
livable cormmuniries, which  creates
healthier people, which helps on health
care reform,” Duncan says. "l really all
fits together, and he has this integrated
approach: Al these iniriatives vsed ro
operate in silos, but now we have cross-
discipline teams working on solutions
with a holistic approach.”

That holistic, big-picrure approach is
rhe genius of Sims’ leadership seyle. Bur,
while the ideas may start with Sims,
he is quick to share the credit for what
has been sccomplished on his watch
“Pm most proud of my innovative, cal
ented staff)” he says, *[ believe you hnve
to manage incompetence, but you can
just enjoy intelligence tha is calibrated
enough to succeed” 6

s Naney Mann Jackson is a Florence,
Alabased freelunce writer,
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